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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 
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EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE SOLICITED. 





rom the Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE EDITOR, 


Dear Str,—It is wished, if you 


;should deem it expedient and proper, 


through the medium of your highly 
valuable and interesting paper, for you 
to give an exposition of the following 
portions of the holy scriptures. The 
articular will he 
found as follows, viz. Matt. v. 21—26, 


ones referred ty, 


§“ Ye have heard that it was said by 
‘them of old time, thou shalt not kill; 


and whosoever shall kill shall be in 


| danger of the judgment: But I say unto 


you, that whoo ver 7s angry with his 
brother without a + ause shall be in dang- 
er of the jud@ment; ond whosoever 


s wef shali say to ts brother, Raca, shall be 


ated f 


in danger of the council ; but whosoev- 


er shai! sav, thou lool, shali be in danger 


) of hell-fire. 
the ff 


kind fF 
| fore the altar, and go thy way ; first be 
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rmi-f ' 
}come and offer thy giit. 


d in 
the 
sin 

r be 


plan f 
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sin. 
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— 


} against thee ; |. 


Therefore if thou bring 
thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy isother hath aught 
there thy gift be- 


and then 
Agree with 
thine adversary quickly, whilst thou art 
the way with him; lest at any time the 
adversary deliver thee to the judge, 


reconciled to thy brother, 


and the judge deliver thee to the officer, 


and thou be cast into prison. Verily I 


| say unto thee, thou shalt by no means 


} come out thence, till thou hast paid the 


uttermost farthing.” 
Matt. viii. 28—34, “ And when he 


i was come to the other side, int» the 


county of the Gergesenes, there met him 


| two possessed with devils, coming out 


oa 


of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that 
no man might pass by that way. And, 
behold, they cried out, saying, what 


| have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou 


Son of God? art thou come hither to 
torment us before the time ? And there 
was a good way off from them an herd 
of many swine feeding. So the devils 
besought him, saying, if thou cast us 





out, suffer us to go away into the herd 
of swine. And he said unto them, go. 
And, when they were come out, they 
went into the herd of swine ; and, be- 
hold, the whole herd of swine ran vio- 
lently down a steep place into the sea, 
and perished in the waters. And they 
that kept them fled, and went their ways 
into the city, and told every thing ; and 
what was befallen the possessed of the 
devils. And, behold, the whole city 
came out to meet Jesus; and, when 
they saw him, they besought Azm that 
he would depart out of their coasts.” 

Matt. xvi. 24—28,° Thenecaid Jeans 
unto his disciples, if any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me. For who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it; 
and whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shail find it. For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or, what 
shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his Father, with his an- 
gels ; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. Verily, I 
say unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom.” 

John xvii. 9, “I pray for them: I 
pray not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me ; for they are 
thine,” 

Rom. ix. 8, ‘ Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth.” 

2 Cor. vi. 2, (** For he saith, I have 
heard thee in a time accepted, and in 
the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee : behold, now zs the accepted time ; 
behold, now zs the day of salvation.) 

Heb. xii. 17, * For ye know how that 
afterward, when he would have inhe- 
rited the blessing, he was rejected : wk 
he found no place of repentance, though | 
he sought it carefully with tears.” 


R. C, 
Middleboro’ April 5, 1821. 





REPLY. 

We shall endeavour to give our read- 
ers our views of the above passages, as 
concisely, and as soon as convenience 
will permit. What we propose to offer 
at this time will be confined to the pas- 
sage in the 5th of St. Matthew. It is 
truc that this passage has been applied 
to a future state, and much used to sup- 
port the sentiment, that the wrongs and 
follies of this life are to be punished 
in another world, by tormenting the 
sinner in a never-ending burning. It 
is marvellous indeed, that divines, who 
helieve that Jesus is the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world, 
should suppose that he taught that the 
sin of the world would be punished, 
without mercy, ina future state, and to 
all eternity. 

That the Saviour was not speaking 
of a future state, in the passage under 
consideration, appears evident from the 
preceding words. See verses 17—20, 
“Think not that [am come to destroy 
the law or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. For ve- 
rily I say unto you, till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall! in 
no wise pass from the law, tifl all be 
fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall 
break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven: but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, the same shall be calied 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For 
I say unto you, that except vour right- 
eousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and pharisces, ve shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Here let it be cautiously 
observed, that the divine teacher was 
endeavouring to dissuade his disciples 
from the least idea that his doctrine 
would release them from the moral 
obligations enjoined by the law ; and to 
give them to understand that his reli- 
gion would require a far more rigid 
morality than was either taught or prac- 
tised by the scribes and pharisees. Not 
a jot or tittle could be abated from the 
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law, which required that its subject 
should love his neighbour as himself. 
But we must carefully observe again, 
that the penal code of Moses could 
only regard the overt acts which were 

roveable before the constituted autho- 
rities ; it could not punish the thoughts 
of the heart, nor did it erect a tribunal, 
which took cognizance of all the angry 
expressions which men might speak to 
each other. But the doctrine of the 
kingdom of heaven, which is a kingdom 
of righteousness and true holiness, a 
kingdom of love and peace, must, hold 
forth to its pupil the necessity of inward 
virtue, of real hearty, undissembled 
love ; the want of which would as ne- 
cessarily exclude the subject from the 
holy habitation of righteousness, as the 
leprosy did its subject from health and 
cleanness. When, therefore, the Sa- 
viour spake of particular offences, such 
as being angry with a brother, uw: say- 
ing to a brother, Raca, or thou fool, he 
spake of offences which the letter of the 
law of Moses would not notice; but 
though the penal code of Moses did 
not punish these offences, yet in the 
moral government, which notices every 
thought of the heart, and every word 
of the tongue, no crime could possibly 
escape its due retribution. As Jesus 
was In the constant habit of using figures 
and symbols in his communications, it 
seems reasonsble to suppose that he did 
in the passage under consideration, 
when he spake of the danger of the 
judgment, of the council, and of hell- 
fire. ‘These were means used by the 
law in administering punishments ac- 
cording to the nature of offences. What 
we here mean is this, Jesus made use 
of the means of punishment, in practice 
among the Jews, to represent the moral 
administration and retribution which 
would be inwardly executed on all of- 
fenders. 

Perhaps the inquirer will ask, in this 
place, whether casting into hell- fire was | 
a practice among the Jews? We an- 
swer inthe afhirmative. The word hell, 
in this place, is rendered from the 
Greek word yune, gehenna, which sig- 
nifies the valley of Hinnom, which was 
near the city of Jerusalem, and was 
the place where the victims which were 
to be burned were executed. See Park- 
hurst on Tee. That the divine teach- 
er had reference to a future state, when 
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Hinnom, any more than when he spake 
of the judgment and of the council, 
we have not the least shadow of evi- 
dence. We have a passage in St. James, 
who was a disciple of Christ, and no 
doubt remembered his words which we 
now have under consideration, which 
we shall here subjoin to show that our 
application of this portion of scripture 
is correct. See James iii. 5, 6, “ Even 
so the tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth ! and 
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity : 
So is the tongue among our members 
that it defileth the whole body, and set- 
teth on fire the course of nature; and 
itis set on fire of ysv2, gehenna.”’ Now 
turn to the words of Christ in the 5th 
of Matthew, under consideration, and 
we see that it was the use of the tongue 


of which the Saviour spake. But who 
will contend that James had any allu- 


sion to a fire in a future world? And 
yet if he had not, it surely seems that 
we have no more reason to suppose that 
the Saviour had. 

What is recommended respecting 
agreeing with an adversary in order to 
prevent being cast into prison, “we be- 
lieve has no other than a literal applica- 
tion. It was a very wise direction to 
the disciples, who would be hated and 
persecuted. It behoved them to avoid 
giving any man an opportunity for pro- 
secuting them. 


From the Universalist Magazine, of April 28. 
TO THE REV. MR. OSBORNE, 


Dear Sir,—During the discourse 
which you delivered in Southborough 
last March, you stated, “ That if Unz- 
versal Salvation was true, you should 
be ASHAME! to appear before the 
throne of God!” Ifyou will give an 
‘explanation of what you mean by it, 
through the medium of this paper, vou 
will not only confer a favour upon me, 
but upon many of your hearers. 

Affectionately yours, &c. 

B. Be*¥*#**D, 
We would justsuggest to B. B¥#***D, 
that we may easily account for Mr. 


Osborne’s being ashamed to appear 
before the throne of God, if Univer- 








he spake of the fire in the valley of| 


ter a man has spent years in declaring 
to his fellow sinners, that their heaven- 
ly Father will certainly torture some 
of them, without mercy, to all eternity, 
it is not strange that he should feel 
somewhat abashed at beholding that 
God of love, he had so misrepresented, 
reconciling all things to himself, and 
becoming all in all; and perhaps too, 
such a man might be a little vexed at 
seeing all his horrid predictions brought 
to nought. When good old Jonah 
found God would not destroy Nineveh 
according to his preaching, he was so 
very angry that he prayed God to take 
his life. He would have rejoiced to 
see the thousands of Nineveh destroy- 
ed, merely because he had been preach- 
ing such a fate to them. 


eS = = 


Uhristian pare nger. 











Philadelphia, Saturday, May 19, 1821. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 

The fourth number of this work, as 
it contains nothing particularly aimed 
at the doctrine of Universal Grace and 
Salvation, contains very little on which 
we are disposed to remark ; and, were 
it not that our readers might think that 
we are giving up the ground of our 
contest, we should let the whole pass 
in silence. Our readers therefore will 
understand that the reason why the Re- 
view is broken off, is because there is 
nothing in this number in which we 
take a particular interest In reviewing. 
There is, however, among other things, 
which may be deemed matters of im- 
portance by Pre sbyterians, a piece sign- 
ed“ E.S. E.” in which Dr. Ely has 
undertaken to prove, what, as we think, 
no one ever denied, viz. ** human ibe 
pravity ;? which he has endeavoured to 
do by ‘ extracts and arguments taken 
from * The Unitarian Miscellany !” 
After labouring through upwards of 
four pages, this piece makes us think 
of the fable of the ** AZountain in labour 
to bring forth a Mouse!” In ourhum- 
ble opinion, such a piece is wholly un- 
worthy the columns of any religious 
work ; for besides being written in a 
spirit that illy becomes Christianity, 
every one of his arguments falls s! hort 
of touching the proposition from which 
he started. 





sal Salvation proves to be true. Af- 


Unitarians do not deny “ human de 
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pravity,” i. e. in the most obvious 
meaning and acceptation of those 
terms ; they only deny, or in other 
words, * do not believe the guilt of 
Adam’s sin was imputed, and his cor- 
rupted nature conveyed to all his pos- 
terity ;” nor that there is in men any 
“ original corruption, whereby they are 
utterly indisposed, disabled, and made 
opposite to all good, and wholly inclin- 
ed to allevil.” Here is the proposition 
from which Dr. E. started, which he 
quoted from the Miscellany, p. 19, and 
which he undertook to oppose, under 
seven different heads, or points of argu- 
ment ; in all of which, he says nothing 
more than, “ depraved must mankind 
be indeed” —* Yes, all Unitarians must 
acknowledge, that the depravity of 
mankind is great’”—* Horrid ! horrid ! 
how depraved are the mASS, yeo, the 
great body of Christians !” * Mourn, 
mourn, ye /iheral men, (meaning Uni- 
tarians) over the 7rremediable depravity 
of *“ almost all persons,’ but your- 
selves: lament, lament, &c.”—** Oh! 
deplorable state of the mass of the hu- 
man family, &c. &c.” Such are the 
conclusions, such the ejaculations of 
Dr. E. from the extracts which he has 
taken from the Unitarian Miscellany: 
but neither the extracts, nor any thing 
Dr. E. has written, proves that any 
part, much less all mankind, * are ut- 
terly indisposed, disabled and made op- 

osite to all good, and wholly inclined 
to all evil.” 

But the last paragraph, more than 
any other, shows the real spirit in which 
the Doctor wrote. “ If any thing from 
us cap be desired, in support of this hu- 
miliating truth ;” (i. e. the truth of the 
above proposition, which Unitarians do 
not believe ;) ** we could simply refer 
to the existence and circulation of such 
a work as Zhe Unitarian Miscellany in 
our country ; for did men ‘ like to re- 
tain God in their knowledge,’ even the 
‘true God and eternal life ;? none would 
have written the little pamphlets, and 
none would have purchased them, un- 
less they had been ignorant of their 
contents, or had designed to neutralize 
their poison. B.S. KB.” 

We are not at all surprised at such 
language from Dr. Ely, having had re- 
peated proofs of the gall of bitterness 
which seems to dwe}l in his heart; but, 
we would only remark, that as, to 
call a man a villain, without naming 
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the facts of which he is guilty, is slan- 
der ; so, to speak of the poison of a 
work, without pointing out what is in 
it that is so bad, we conceive to be 
equally calumny. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MSSENGER,. 


* Do you feel an ardent desire for 
the diffusion of the Gospel—-that all 
your fellow creatures may be saved ?” 
is a question usually propounded to 
candidates for admission into one order 
of Calvinistic churches,—a question the 
writer has frequently known to be pro- 
posed. Its object is to elicit if possi- 
ble every genuine evidence of the reality 
of such candidate’s religion. Affirma- 
tive replies are always given, which not 
unfrequently abound with expressions 
of universal henevolence. ‘¢ Oh,” say 


they, ‘¢ we feel as though we could em- 
brace in the arms of our affeutinn and 


sympathy, every son and daughter of 
Adam. Our pity and commiseration, 
lead us to pray, that all may come to 
the knowledge of the truth. We can 
say with the prophet, “ Rivers of waters 


|run down our eyes because they keep 


not thy law !” 

Another question has followed the 
first ; viz. * To what source do you at- 
tribute these desires ? Did you always 
possess them, or do you think them 
to be the result of regeneration?” The 
answer, as before, has uniformly been 
in the affirmative. 

Now, Mr. Editor, after hearing such 
professions, the following reflections ne- 
cessarily arise: If these feelings origi- 
nate in the NEW BIRTH, and they be 
radical evidence of true religion, and 
religion be consistent with itself; I 
cannot divine how universal salva- 
tion can be contrary to the mind of 
Deity! If religion flows from him, 
and he inspires its subject with emotions 
which always, according to the testimo- 
ny of the person so inspired, excite to 
prayer, that Ged would grant so glori- 











ous an event, I cannot divine I repeat, 
how it is that God ever influences to 
pray for things directly opposed to his 
will, 

Perhaps such persons are thus to be 
understood : viz. that God has added 
it also, as another ingredient to the cup 
of their earthly afflictions—that they, 
his peculiar, his favourite children, 
must be made to experience the great- 
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est possible anxiety and distress which 
can flow from the deepest source of 
awful apprehension, without any hope 
or prospect of their termination ; nay, 
not only without any hope of a termi- 
nation, but with the certainty of finding 
the reality in eternity, infinitely worse, 
than their worst apprehensions in time 
have ever foreboded! 

As truly, as a relation of a christian 
experience, is demanded by these 
churches of each candidate for admis- 
sion; were one of these candidates to 
give a negative reply to the first ques 
tion, usually proposed, or were he or 
she to say that some faint desires were 
felt for the extension of the Saviour’s 
empire, yet these desires embraced but 
a few, that is, one of ten, a hundred or 
of a thousand, so surely would that in- 
dividual be either rejected, or with dif- 
ficulty admitted, and because, it would 
be inferred that the candidate, was 
destitute of one essential evidence of 
having “ passed from death to life.” 

But mark the sequel of this business. 
The candidate is loud and enthusiastic 
in his expressions of desire, that the 
kingdom of Jesus may supersede and 
overturn the dominion of Satan, nay, 
willing to suffer all things, as a humble 
instrument in effecting so glorious a 
work. Hence the good name of this 
zealous brother, is on the lips of all the 
church; his gospel zeal and heavenly 
spirit, bring the life of religion where- 
ever he goes. He is believed to be con- 
stantly inhaling, as it were, the very 
odours of the New Jerusalem, and to 
be perpetually favoured with the ex- 
hilirating draughts of that “ river 
whose streams make glad the city of 
God.” 

But ai length, influenced by that spi- 
rit, which his brethren have all agreed 
to be the spirit of God, earnestly to 
peruse the divine scriptures, that he 
may discover the full extent, and ex- 
ceeding riches of the promises, and 
covenant of grace; he finds, and thus 
he reads, ** the seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent’s head,” and he con- 
cludes with such a wound in such a 
place, this serpent must ultimately be 
overpowered. He reads, * in thy seed 

the seed of Isaac). all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed,’ and he con- 
cludes, that if a// the families of the 
earth are to be blessed in Jesus, then 





there will be no family left und/ess- 
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ed! That if a// families are to be 
blessed, it means every part of all fa- 
milies, for he cannot see the possibili- 
ty of one part of a family being eter- 
nally blessed, while the remnant is tor- 
tured with the irrevocable curse of 
eternal misery. He reads that the 
«« Heathen and the uttermost parts of 
the earth shall be given to Jesus for 
his possessions,” and he concludes, that 
the UTTERMOST, is what it means; viz. 
the greatest possible extent of creation. 
He reads that all the kindreds of the 
earth, all people, all nations, all the 
ends of the earth, shall be the happy 
subjects of Immanuel’s empire, and he 
is obliged to give up his former expres- 
sions, which taught him to limit God’s 
salvation-—because, if it mean but one 
of a thousand, as orthodoxy supposes, 
he cannot apply this idea to words 
of such copious expression as_ those 
just cited. He reads that Jesus came 
‘to seek and save THAT which was 
lost,” and he finds a// are lost, therefore 
he concludes a// will be sought and 
saved; and this especially, as Jesus 
cannot seek ineffectually. He reads that 
God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son to save the world,” 
and to be a “ propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world ;”’ and he concludes 
that unless the one hundreth part may 
be put for the whole, as Calvinists in ef- 
fect aver, it is the very spirit of anti- 
christ to contradict Him, who is em- 
phatically the “ TRUTH.”? He reads 
that *“* God will have all men to be 
saved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth,” and he concludes that 
Omnipotence must triumph over all 
opposition. Besides these and num- 
berless other equally conclusive decla- 
rations of the bible, he reads that John, 
in a vision of the heavenly state, “* heard 
every. creature in heaven, in earth, un- 
der the earth, in the sea, and a// that are 
in them, saying, Glory and honour, and 
blessing and power, be unto Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever ;” and he concludes it to 
be as totally impossible, that any hu- 
man creature is left out of this enume- 
ration, as that any miserable being can 
ever join in such a delighttul chorus of 
love and devotion to the eternal Father, 
and his divine Son. 

With all this testimony, the paradox 
that so long puzzled and confounded 


his reflections, viz. how it was, that the | 
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spirit of supplication descending from 
above, should inspire him to pity and 
pray for ail men ; and at the same time 
have determined only the salvation of 
a few, and the eternal damnation of the 
great mass of mankind, is dissipated as 
the chilling dews and pestilential va- 
pours before the healthful rays of an 
ascending sun. 

But, as I said, let us mark the se- 
quel! Now that his prayers for the 
universal spread of the Gospel, to which 
his orthodox brethren used to add their 
ardent Amen, are turned into joyful 
declarations of such being the final con- 
summation of human events, though 
these declarations should be couched in 
the very language of the prophets, the 
apostles, and of Jesus himself,—let us 
see what follows! ‘Tie most scurrilous 
proscription becomes his reward ‘This 


so lately good brother, is_transformed 
inta an abettor of licentiousness—he 


is unworthy of church fellowship—the 
honour of the cause (their cause) re- 
quires his expulsion. Nay, a man lost 
to all religious hopes or pretensions, is 
tar more the object of their affection and 
regard, than this discarded brother,— 
Were it in their power, he would never 
experience another day of tranquility ; 
and, but for the mild spirit of our poli- 
tical institutions, the conscientious be- 
liever must atone for his *¢ apostate” of- 
fence with his life. His name is on 
their church record, denounced in the 
following words—the very words which 
they apply to the most abandoned cha- 
racter, who may be excluded from their 
followship: ‘“ Resolved that A. B. be, 
and he is hereby excluded from all the 
privileges of this church, until it please 
God to restore him by repentance!” 

But let us ask, Why all this, so illibe- 
ral, so infamous treatment, when no 
moral cause is pretended to induce it? 
Answer, Because the individual so of- 
fending, declares the Father of mercies 
to be incapable of influencing man to 
pray contrary to the dictates of his own 
intentions ; because they say that He, 
who “is very pitiful and of tender 
mercy,” indulges toward his moral off- 
spring equal pity, tender mercy and be- 
nevolence with themselves, who, in vio- 
lation of the vital spirit of christianity, 
indulge the extremity of rancour and 
hatred against all who cannot assent to 
their creed. 





X 


PREMIUM OFFERED. 


The premium of ‘ wel/ done’ &c. will 
be given to any Calvinist, who will tell 
what chapter and verse contains the de- 
claration that Christ did not die for the 
non-elect ; or that he died for the elect ; 
or that he died for a part of mankind ; 
or that he did not die for the whole 
world!!! And the same premium 
will be given to any Arminian, who 
will tell what chapter and verse con- 
tains the declaration, that any for whom 
Christ died, will be endlessly miserable ; 
or that the salvation of the sow/ in a fu- 
ture state depends in part, or in the 
whole, on the works of the creature !!! 

And this premium will be awarded 
to any Calvinist, who will give an ex- 
position of Romans viii. 20—23 ; xi. 7 


éwerlty times }!!—And the same to any 
Armioian, who will give an exposition 
of Romans iii. 19—24. and Ephes. ii. 
4—9, without contradicting himself ten 
times!!! [N. Y. Gospel Herald. 


— GD) oa 


MarRRiIeED,—On the 26th of April, 
ult. by the Rev. Mr. Cruse, Mr. Sam- 
UEL Guss, to Miss Savenra Euiza- 
BETH Ruut. 


Dirp.—In Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 
15th ult. Mr. Josrpn Mason, a late 
member, and deacon, of the First Inde- 
pendent Church of Christ, called Uni- 
versalist, in this city. We are inform- 
ed that he died “a firm believer in the 
truth, and with the happy assurance of 
a glorious change.” 





ee 





Mr. Kneeland is happy to in- 
form his friends in the Northern Liber- 
ties, that his health is so far confirmed, 
that he will preach in the Commission- 
ers’ Hall to-morrow afternoon, if kind 
Providence permit. 








BOOKS, 

for sale at No. 58 Chesnut street. 
CoLUMBIAN MISCELLANY, price 73 
Ballou on Atonement, - - - 1 00 
Series of Letters by ditto, advertised in 

page 128, - - - : - 100 
Series of Letters, by do. - - 25 
Kneeland’s Lectures, - - - 75 
Johnson’s Captivity, - - - 50 
Christian Messenger, vol. i. bound, 2 00 
Kneeland’s Definition Spelling Book, 95 





A variety of pamphlets, &c. 


—12, without contradicting himself 
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